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CM invokes
Chandy-style
caknruatretneat
tO I1ITM Koz

I( S SREEJITH @T'Punam“ .
T.AKING a leaf out of former
chief minister Oommen Chan-
dy’s book. Chief Minister V D
Satheesan is taking his entire
cabinet to the Indian Institute
of Managsement-Kozhikode
AIM-EK) for a two-day, manage-
= mment retreat on September 4
and 5. All 20 of his cabinet col-
]:eagt:les have been asked to can-
cel their other engagements
d attend the retreat, signal-
1111g the importance thhe gsovern-
ment attaches to the exercise.
The retreat is intended to
vide ministers an opportu-
dity to step away from their
Aay-to-day administrative re-
"spon31b111tie$ and deliberate
collectively on
covernance,
policy priori-
ties, and the
covernment’s
approach to
managing the
state’s affairs.
| The deci-
*‘sion also echoes Chandy’s ini-
tiative, in August 2011, of talk-
ing his 19 ministers to III\»I—K for
a mle—day retreat. During the
orientation Programme, ex-
perts conducted sessions on ad-
ministrative strategsy, along
with sector-wise discussions.
The key difference between the
2011 cabinet and the current
sovernment is that., barring
seven ministers, all members
of the cabinet imcluding the
chief minister are first-tinmers
in fovernance.

Though three months have
passed since the mew gcoverin-
ment assumed office, insiders
pointed out that the ministry is
vet to achieve the desired bal-
ance and coherence. On several
occasions, ministers have is-

- sued statements that appeared
to contradict the sovernment’s
stated policy; creating a head-
ache for the chief mm:lster and
the cabinet.
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